Rusty blackhaw, Viburnum rufidulum Ames 25098, is a slow growing ornamental shrub that is prized for its glossy foliage, good fall color, and cold hardiness. Nursery staff have reported that it can be propagated readily by softwood (SO) stem cuttings but that it transplants poorly, and field production is often very slow. The objectives were to assess the growth characteristics of this selection in comparison with V. lantana and V. dentatum and to determine if these faster growing viburnums, used as rootstocks, could stimulate faster V. rufidulum (scion) shoot growth. 
Introduction
Rusty blackhaw, Viburnum rufidulum Ames 25098, is a slow growing ornamental shrub that is prized for its glossy foliage, good fall color, and cold hardiness. Nursery staff have reported that it can be propagated readily by softwood (SO) stem cuttings but that it transplants poorly, and field production is often very slow. The objectives were to assess the growth characteristics of this selection in comparison with V. lantana and V. dentatum and to determine if these faster growing viburnums, used as rootstocks, could stimulate faster V. rufidulum (scion) shoot growth. 
Materials and Methods

V. rufidulum
Results and Discussion
Viburnum species comparison. V. rufidulum Ames 25098 produced less total shoot length, was shorter, and had a smaller canopy after two years in the field than did either V. lantana or V. dentatum (Table 1) .
Propagation-method analysis. V. rufidulum Ames 25098, propagated from SE stem cuttings produced more total shoot length and were taller than the surviving plant from a SO stem cutting (Table 2 ). The SO stem-cutting plant had a larger canopy, because the fewer shoots grew longer, but with none as long as the average dominant shoot that grew from SE stem cuttings. Plants from SE stem cuttings had better field survival and suffered less transplanting stress compared with SO stem cuttings. The SE stem cutting-propagated plants produced growth that was as good as or better than Ames 25098 on either V. lantana or V. dentatum rootstocks, except for 1 V. rufidulum Ames 2509/V. lantana grafted plant that had a larger canopy (Table 2 ).
This research shows that SE stem cuttingpropagated V. rufidulum Ames 25098 plants produced better growth in the production field than did Ames 25098 scions on a V. dentatum rootstock, which suffered considerable stress during early summer 2008. Ames 25098 scions on a V. lantana rootstock produced growth similar to that of Ames 25098 SE stem-cutting propagated plants, suggesting that, with the appropriate grafting method, Ames 25098 could be propagated during spring, summer, and late fall on a V. lantana rootstock, and in early fall with SE stem cuttings. 
